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[July 1 medical certificates; the result is, that professional men, in other respects well educated, commence practice almost in a state of total ignorance on the subject. This is an evil from'which every individual, whatever be his rank and fortune, is liable to suffer in his own person, and in that of his friends; and a man of ingenious mind can hardly be placed under more painful circumstances, than to find the father or mother of a family in a state of insanity, entrusted to his care, and to feel conscious that upon him depends the restoration of the patient to reason and happiness, whilst his want of acquaintance with the disease renders him unfit for the task, and he knows not where to apply for advice. This is by no means an imaginary evil, it is one of frequent occurrence, and numerous are the instances where amiable and valuable members of society are consigned for life, to a perpetual banishment from their friends in the gloom of a madhouse, solely from ignorance on the part of the medical adviser. This ought to be remedied."
But it will be said, " Oh! insanity is a disease of the mind, and must be cured by moral means." We deny the fact, or rather the fiction. In the first place, insanity is not a disease of the mind, but of its organ. In the second place, although moral means are, perhaps, more important auxiliaries in the treatment of a complaint affecting the organ of thought than of one affecting an organ of circulation, secretion, or absorption, yet still they are only auxiliaries, and will not succeed in one case out of ten, without physical remedies. And how are the causes and phenomena of the disease, or the adaptation of remedies to be learnt but by the same process as in other corporeal ailments?namely, by precept and example ? Till the curricula of the medical corporations include lectures and clinical instruction in this branch of medical science, it is not to be expected that students will search for information beyond the sphere of their ordinary teachers, or Dn. Monro's work is likely to prove very useful to students, whether of younger or of later growth. In it we see displayed the mixture of anatomical description with practical remarks, which is always so instructive.
For example, the ischio-rectal fossa is described, with its walls composed of the ischio-rectal layer of fascia covering the levator ani on the inner side, and the fascia investing the lateral surface of the obturator muscle on the outer side.
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